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Chris Jordan , Seattle (October 2009)
http://www.chrisjordan.com/current_set2.php?id=11

These photographs (right) of albatross chicks were
made on Midway Atoll, a tiny stretch of sand and coral
near the middle of the North Pacific. The nesting babies
are fed bellies-full of plastic by their parents, who soar
out over the vast polluted ocean collecting what looks to
them like food to bring back to their young. On this diet
of human trash, every year tens of thousands of
albatross chicks die on Midway from starvation, toxicity,
and choking.

To document this phenomenon as faithfully as possible,
none of the plastic in any of these photographs was
moved, placed, manipulated, arranged, or altered in any
way. These images depict the untouched stomach
contents of baby birds in one of the world’s most remote
marine sanctuaries, more than 2000 miles from the
nearest continent.

What makes albatross chicks so susceptible to this kind
of mortality? Roberts VII provides some interesting
insights into albatross ecology. These huge birds com-
monly scavenge on the open ocean, feeding by surface-
seizing as well as diving. The diet of breeding birds
includes squid, fish, crustaceans, jellyfish and carrion.
Albatrosses regularly follow trawlers and scavenge from
the nets; for example, 40% of the diet of the Shy Alba-
tross is made up of trawler bycatch and offal. Foraging
may also take place at night. Coupled with the increas-
ing amounts of human trash (much of it plastic - and
much of which floats), all of these factors add up to a
recipe for disaster, as the floating plastic items could
easily be mistaken for food. The Laysan Albatross is
known to consume plastic litter regularly, stunting the
growth of chicks fed large plastic loads. As can be seen
in the photographs on pp1-2, this practice can also
result in the death of albatross chicks.

On a diet of human trash, every year tens of thousands of
albatross chicks die on Midway Atoll (near the middle of
the Pacific Ocean) from starvation, toxicity, and choking

(photos http://www.chrisjordan.com)
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More albatross chick mortalities on Midway Atoll
due to plastic pollution
(photos http://www.chrisjordan.com)
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Some of the plastic pollution that kills albatross chicks
may originate from our own shores. More than ever, we
need to reduce plastic pollution; promote awareness;
recycle/reduce; promote the economic value of plastic
for recycling; take a bag when visiting the coast and pick
up plastic (and other) trash — every little bit helps.

Susann Kinghorn (email susannkinghorn@gmail.com)
comments: | always carry a bag with me during my
morning walk along the Swakop River to collect some
rubbish. Most rubbish - apart from plastic - are cigarettes
and bottles containing some or other alcoholic beverage.
| have made this collecting of garbage an interesting
project and study in order to keep sane and away from
becoming bitter as a result of human behaviour.

Swakopmund Municipality is to be commended for
embarking upon Recycling Project: Lighthouse, which
has the following objectives:
To produce a by-law that will guide the implement-
ation of a levy per plastic shopping bag issued.
To reduce the negative effects of plastic bags and
other pollutants on the environment.
To raise awareness amongst the public of
Swakopmund.
To encourage the public to recycle.
To implement the necessary measures to promote
recycling.
To get the buy-in of all retail shops.
To use 50% of the funds generated through the
sales of plastic bags as a donation towards the
Environmental Fund that will be managed by the
Council.
To design and manufacture recycling depots and to
place them at suitable areas in Swakopmund.
(Swakopmunder Lightbeams, Sept. 2009, p8).

For more information on recycling in Namibia, do a
Google search on “Recycling Namibia”. Recycling agen-
cies in Okahandja include Plastic Packaging and Nami-
bia Polymer Recycling. On the coast, West Coast
Recycling takes in plastic (including water bottles) for
recycling and has depots in both Walvis Bay and Swa-
kopmund (Tel. 064 200-900, email jlemmer@mweb.com.na).
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www.nnf.org.na/NNF_pages/albatross.htm;
www.savethealbatross.net.

The Albatross Task Force is an international initiative
working in the southern oceans from southern Africa,
South America and Australia. It is the first global team of
technicians placed in seabird bycatch hotspots to work
at-sea and on-shore with the fishing industry and to
demonstrate measures to reduce incidental mortality of
seabirds in longline and trawl fisheries. In Namibia,
BirdLife South Africa has been working in partnership
with the Namibia Nature Foundation and the Ministry of
Fisheries and Marine Resources for the past two years,
to monitor and mitigate the impacts of long-line and trawl
fishing on albatrosses, petrels and other non-target
species in Namibian waters.

Coastal/Marine Birds Namibia - Newsletter No 10, January 2010



