AIN{OFATHESTUDY

Distribution, habitat use and behaviour of whales and dolphins
in the area from Danger Point to Quoin Point, Western Cape
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BAGKGROUND

The area from Danger Point to Quoin Point in South
Africa is a Marine hotspot, hosting a variety of
different marine life such as Great white sharks
(Carcharodon carcharias), African Penguins
(Spheniscus demersus), Cape fur seals
(Arctocephalus pusillus) to whales and dolphins of
various species.

» The Southern Right Whale (Eubalaena australis)
(SRW) and the coastal species Indo-pacific
Humpback dolphin (Sousa chinensis) are common
in the area. Humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae), Brydes whales (Balaenoptera edeni)

To date there has been no long term baseline study
of the ecology of the cetaceansin thisarea. The
area is exposed to a variety of potentially
detrimental human impacts and collecting data now
is essential. ESKOM holdings, the main power
suppliersin South Africa, are considering building a
Nuclear Power Station (NPS) at Bantamskip (Pearly
Beach), Western Cape. Thislocation is between
Walker Bay and De Hoop, which are known as
important mating and nursing grounds for the SRW.
The potential impact of a NPS on the cetaceans are
unknown and it is important to monitor the current
behaviour and habitat use of the cetaceans prior to
the establishment of a NPS.
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METHODSmE——

The micro scale movements and individual
behaviour of the cetaceansin the area
will be monitored by; boat based ID-
Catalogue, Passive Acoustic Monitoring
(PAM), GIS and Theodolite tracking.

PAM enablesthe researchers to monitor an
area acoustically, even when the weather
isrough and during the night, when it is
impossible to observe the whales from a
boat. Four specialized acoustics devices
known as “Loggerheads” will be mounted
on the sea floor to record the underwater
sounds.

Theodolite tracking will be carried out from
land based stations, which ensures that
silent whales are included as well.

ID Photos will be taken from the whale
watching boat of Dyer Island Cruises.
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/ 3 EAR x 2 years 104400 ZAR
1 Theodolite 30000 ZAR
1 Car 25000 ZAR

Petrol car x 3 years 40000 ZAR

Living cost 14400 432000 ZAR
x 3 years

Total 631400 ZAR

Ll Neca

7N )
- S
X &

L

OYER ISLAND CRUISE® Q =
Pyt *vatio®



